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ANTI- CRIME PROGRAM UNVEILED 


Milliken Hits Hard On Pistol Packers 


LANSING, Mich. (AP) - Gov. William Milliken today outlined 


a broad program to attack crime in Michigan, including an appeal 
for a state law to add at least five years to the prison sentence of a 
person using a handgun while committing a felony. 


The governor also proposed a restructuring of Michigan's laws 


so that the more crimes a person commits, the sliffer penalties he 
will face. 


Milliken also called for compensating innocent victims of violent 


crimes for losses not covered by insurance, unemployment com- 
pensation or other private and public programs. 


In a special message on criminal justice to the Michigan 


Legislature, the governor also: 


—Asked for $3.5 million in additional state funds in a new as- 


sault on illegal narcotics traffic. Milliken said he proposes the 
State Police use the money to create a state-level Narcotics Task 
Force, including representatives of the State Police, attorney 
general's office and the Licensing and Regulation Department. 


—Called for bringhg the organized crime division of the attor- 


ney general's office, the State Police and Treasury Department 
together under a coordinated umbrella effort with expanded 
powers to fight organized crime. 


Milliken also said there must be a shift of "our attention from 


the endless watching and compiling of files on organized crime 
figures to active investigation of organized criminal activity and 
fearless prosecution of whoever is responsible, whether it be the 
so-called 'syndicate' or a gang of thieves." 


—Urged a voluntary elimination of plea bargaining in cases in- 


volving crimes of violence and hard narcotices offenses. Plea 
bargaining is a system in which a person agrees to enter a guilty 
plea if the original charge is reduced lo a lesser one. 


—Called for reducing the backlog of cases in the courts, and said 


the courts must streamline the appeals process in criminal cases. 


—Recommended a series of measures to improve the correc- 


tions system, including providing educational opportunities. He 
said 90 per cent of the inmates entering prisons in 1972 failed to go 
to school beyond the ninth grade. 


—Called for diversion programs for first offenders, except for 


cases of violent crimes and sale of narcotics. 


—Said he recommends a special commission be established to 


investigate charges of official misconduct by any stale or local 
public officer. 


"The most controversial question in any crime program is the 


(See page 11, column 5) 


Faisal Pushes 
To End OU Ban 


EMBRACE FOR ARAFAT: Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat and Yassir Arafat, leader of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization, embrace Mon- 
day before they met in Cairo. Sadat also met Mon- 
day with some of the oil ministers of the Arab 
states. (AP Wirephoto) 


CAIRO, 
Egypt 
(AP) 
- 


Egypt's semi-official newspaper 
Al Ahram gave another indica- 
tion today that Saudi Arabia, the 
key to the Arab oil embargo 
against the United States, is in 
favor of resuming shipments lo 
America. 


The paper said 
Egyptian 


President Anwar Sadat, the 
prime mover for an end to the 
boycott, met Monday with the 
oil ministers of Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Qatar, Abu Dhabi and 
Bahrain, and all six agreed on 
"all aspects of the oil policy." 


This indicated that the six 


nations would form a solid bloc 
in opposition to Libya. Algeria 
and Syria at the meeting of 
Arab oil slates in Tripoli, Libya, 
on Wednesday. 


Saudi King Faisal, who con- 


trols the world's biggest known 


oil reserves, has never publicly 
retracted his repeated demands 
for an Israeli withdrawal from 
all captured territories, includ- 
ing Old Jerusalem, before the 
embargo is lifted. But early last 
week the Saudi oil minister, 
Ahmed Zaki Yamani, called for 
an end to the ban. 


The oil ministers' meeting in 


Tripoli Wednesday was first 
scheduled for the Libyan capital 
on Feb. 14 and then was post- 
poned at Sadat's request. Sadat 
tried to get the meeting held in 
Cairo last Sunday, but Algeria 
and Libya — both militant 
defenders of the embargo — in- 
sisted on meeting in Tripoli. 


Presumably they felt their 


case against lifting the embargo 
would be stronger if they were 
arguing 
it 
on their 
home 


ground. 


Poor People Hold Protest 
On State Capitol Steps 


LANSING, Mich. (AP) - 


More than 1,000 of the stale's 
needy streamed into the Stale 
Capitol on Monday, protesting 
an impending .cutoff in federal 
funds for antipoverty programs. 


Protestors 
packed 
the 


Michigan House, then slaged a 
noon rally on Ihe sleps of the 
Capitol. 


Politicans and potential can- 


didates 
accompanied 
them, 


including former Detroit Mayor 
Jerome Cavanagh, who said he 
will 
announce this 
month 


whether 
he 
will 
seek 
Ihe 


Democratic 
nomination 
for 


governor. 


"It's about time that the slate 


began to assume its moral and 


JEROME CAVANAGH 


Off and running 


legal obligation to people who 
happen to be poor, who happen 
to be hungry," said Cavanagh, 
an attorney from Ann Arbor. 


U.S. Rep. Richard Vander- 


Veen, D-Grand Rapids, sent 
Gov. 
William Milliken a leller 


saying continued funding of 
Community Action Agencies is 
of utmost importance. 


"The termination of direct 


federal funding of Community 
Action Programs...require a 
vigorous partnership between 
Ihe Slale of Michigan and local 
governmental unils lo assume 
the full responsibility for the 
delivery of needed services to 
the elderly and poor." wrote 
VanderVeen, who is filling Vice 
President Gerald Ford's old 
congressional seat. 


Protestors 
from 
Detroil's 


inner cily lo rural parts of 
northern Michigan demanded 
Hie stale slarl picking up Ihe lab 
July 1 for $12.7 million in ad- 
minislralive cosls covering 32 
Community 
Action 
Agency 


programs across the slale. 


The agencies offer many ser- 


vices to the poor and disadvan- 
taged, from counseling to direct 
financial aid. The Federal Of- 
fice of Economic Opportunity 
administers the programs, and 
Ihe Nixon Administration wants 
lo scrap OEO. 


Protestors testified before (he 


House Committee on Social 
Services 
and 
Corrections, 


chaired by stale Rep. David 
Holmes, D-Detroil, who is run- 
ning for the stale Senate. 


Holmes and state Rep. Dan 


Angel, R-Marshall, are spon- 
sors of a measure thai would 
appropriate state money for the 
fiscal year starling July 1 lo 
keep 
anlipoverly 
programs 


operating in the event federal 
funding ends. 


Holmes 
criticized 
Gov. 


William Milliken for not includ- 
ing a proposal in his budget to 
cover a possible end to federal 
funding. 


Milliken said he disagrees 


with the Nixon Administration's 
plan to scuttle OEO and he 
predicted 
Congress 
will 


overrule the President. But he 
pledged slale funds lasl week if 
necessary, 
to continue the 


programs. 


Milliken met for more than an 


hour with representatives of the 
Community Action Agencies. 


Holmes and Angel said they 


are nol as optimistic as Milliken 
about the future of OEO. 


"II looks like Ihe office is go- 


ing to be scuttled," said 
Holmes. "We'd betler have a 
contingency plan in the event it 
is killed." 


If federal funding is halted, 


Holmes envisioned the state 
paying the lion's share of the 
cost, with a portion from local 
unils 
of 
government. 
He 


characterized the governor's 
statements predicting conlinued 
funding as "double-talk." 


The federal government is 


encouraging a takeover by 
slales of many anlipoverty 
programs. 


One approach supported by 


Milliken is to eslablish an Office 
of Economic Opporlunity within 
the 
governor's 
proposed 


superagency. It would be a Stale 
Deparlmenl of Human Services, 
combining Ihe departmenls of 
social services, menial health 
and public health. 


Another approach suggested 


by Holmes and Angel is lo 
create a Bureau of Community 
Services in the Departmenl of 
Labor and replace Ihe 32 federal 
aclion agencies with 17 or 18 
regional offices. 


Algeria, Libya and Syria wanl 


at leasl a pullback of Israeli 
forces on Ihe Syrian fronl, and 
there is no assurance that even 
thai 
will 
satisfy 
Libyan 


President Moammar Khadafy. 


The Egyptian ambassador to 


the United Stales, Ashraf Ghor- 
bal, said Monday in Seallle, 
Wash., lhat lining of Ihe em- 
bargo mighl depend on some 
U.S. "geslure" lo gel Israel lo 
pull back on Ihe Syrian fronl. In 
Washinglon, a Stale Deparl- 
menl spokesman said he ex- 
peeled Syrian and Israeli nego- 
lialors lo begin discussing a 
disengagemcnl 
agrcemenl 


wilhin Uvo weeks in Washing- 
Ion. 


Along wilh Ihe opposilion lo 


Sadal's proposal lo ease the oil 
embargo, Tunisia, one of the 
less influential Arab nations, on 
Monday challenged Egypt anew 
wilh a proposal thai the Arab 
League meel March 25 in Tunis. 
11 would be Ihe first Arab 
League meeling oulside Cairo in 
12 years. 


An Arab League source said 


Presidenl Habib Bourguiba of 
Tunisia "wants Tunis to have a 
greater 
voice 
in 
Arab 


decisions." 


Egyptian Foreign Minister 


Ismail Fahmy told the Cairo 
newspaper Al Gomhouria that 
President Nixon plans to visit 
Egypt between May 10 and May 
15. In Washington, the White 
House refused to rule out such a 
trip and indicated some lenta- 
tive plans had been made, but 
spokesmen would not confirm 
thai the President had decided 
to visit the Middle East. 


Los Angeles 
Shaken By 
Earthquake 


LOS ANGELES (AP) - Two 


mild 
earthquakes 
rumbled 


through downtown Los Angeles 
early today, apparently causing 
no damage and attracting little 
attenlion from a sleeping city. 


A spokesman for (he Seis- 


mological Lab al California Ins- 
tilule 
of 
Technology 
al 


Pasadena said the first quake, 
registering 3.0 on Ihe Richler 
scale, occurred at 12:33 a.m. 
PDT. The second quake five 
minutes later registered 2.5, he 
said. 


HIJACKED PASSENGERS FREED: The first group of the 409 passengers come 
down the ramp from the nose of the Japan Airlines jumbo airbus at Naha Air- 
port Tuesday afternoon in Okinawa. The plane had been hijacked on a domestic 
flight from Tokyo to Okinawa, apparently by a lone man. Picture taken from 
television broadcast live from Naha to Tokyo. (AP Wirephoto) 


Hijack Spree Ends 
For Japanese Youth 


Bill Lower§ 
Drinking Level 


LANSING, Mich. (AP) — Tipplers who drive would be con- 


sidered drunk sooner under a bill introduced in Ihe Michigan 
Legislature Monday. 


The bill would lower Ihe blood alcohol content by which a person 


is judged under Ihe influence of alcohol, from .18 per cent lo .07 
per cent. II also provides for mandatory sentences. 


Rep. 
Michael Dively, K-Traverse City, who introduced the bill, 


said statistics indicate the accident rale increases between the two 
levels of alcohol content. 


The bill provides for an initial penalty of a mandatory suspen- 


sion of Ihe driver's license for nol less than seven days or more 
than 28 days, wilh mandatory imprisonment for nol less than 24 
hours or more than seven days. 


A second conviction is punishable by suspension of Ihe license 


for 10 to 60 days and imprisonment for 48 hours lo 10 days. 


A third conviction wilhin 10 years would bring a five-year sus- 


pension and imprisonment for seven lo 28 days 


MRS. NIXON SIGNS AUTOGRAPH: Pat Nixon, arriving in Caracas Monday for 
the inauguration today of new Venezuelan President Carlos Andres Pern signs 
an autograph. Bearded man lo her right is identified as Nicholas II Morlev of 
Miami. (AP Wirephoto) 


TOKYO (AP) - A young 


masked hijacker took over a 
Japanese jumbo jet wilh 426 
persons aboard today, bul seven 
hours laler police were able to 
seize him al Naha airport on 
Okinawa. 


The hijacker, idenlified by 


police 
as 
an 
18-year-old 


Japanese, had demanded $55 
million, 
15 parachutes 
and 


mountain-climbing equipment, 
Japan Air Line officials said. 


He took over the plane, which 


carried a record number of 
persons for a hijack, on a 
domestic flight and allowed il to 
continue to its original destina- 
tion of Naha for refueling. 


Okinawa police later gave the 


youth's age but declined lo 
identify him by name because 
he is a minor. 


The youth had operated alone 


and 
there 
were 
no other 


hijackers, authorities said. 


He was seized by police who 


dressed as aircraft attendants to 
bring food 
ordered 
by the 


hijacker for Ihe plane. Three 
police in attendants uniforms 
seized 
the hijacker in the 
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plane's cockpit. 


Officials 
said 
police 
had 


carried food onlo the plane 
Iwice previously lo see how 
many hijackers were aboard 
before 
moving against 
Ihe 


masked youlh. 


They said lhat in addilion lo 


Ihe $55 million in dollars, Ihe 
hijacker had demanded 200 
million yen, the equivalent of 
about $666,000. 


A JAL spokesman said the 


hijacker had nol made any 
threats aboul blowing up Ihe 
plane or olher violence. 


Ninety minules aflnr Ihe 


plane had landed al Okinawa, 
Ihe youth allowed 162 pas- 
sengers to leave the plane. They 
included 
111 women, three 


children and 48 men who were 
elderly or in frail health. 


With Ihese passengers gone, 


(Sec page 11, column 1) 


'Old Buddy AV 
Surprises Driver 


KEY LARGO. Fla. - The closer he got to a speeding car. 


the more familiar it looked to Monroe County Sheriff's 
Deputy Al Lankin. 


Once he got close enough to read Ihe license tag, he said 


he knew for sure. 


"Hey, I'm in pursuit of my own car!" Lankin lold the 


police radio operalor. 


Lankin said he chased the auto at speeds up lo 85 miles an 


hour, before finally pulling it over. 


Lankin said he asked the driver: "This your car?" 
"Nope, borrowed it from a friend," Lankin quoted the 


driver as saying. 


"That's funny." said Lankin. "I'd have sworn this car- 


was Al Lankin'scar." 


"That's right," Lankin said the driver replied. "Good old 


buddy Al lent us his car." 


"Look," Lankin .suggested as he leaned toward the driver 


and displayed his breast pocket name-plate. 


binkin said the driver's only remark after reading tin- 


name tag was a short profanity. 


Don Yearwood. 44, and his companions, Jack Humrich, 


40, and Leon Owen. 41, were booked for possession of a 
stolen car, police said. Yearwood was also charged with 
driving while intoxicated and not having a driver's license. 


Lankin said he had hist seen his car when he left il at a 


service station for repairs. 
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Misreading 
Watergate's Lesson 


The standard remedy to rescue an 


athletic team's fading fortunes or to 
pull a private business back from the 
financial brink is to fire the coach or 
the company's president. 


The same simplistic medicine is ad- 


ministered whenever the governmen- 
tal machine visibly splutters. 


This 
mystique 
of 
personalities 


rather than root causes being the 
reason for a system falling on evil days 
is so engrained as to be popularized 
centuries ago in the Anglo-American 
folklore of a new broom sweeping 
clean. 


The change in faces works just 


;eriough to make people believe it is a 
*,sure-fine solution. 
;i 'For some reason it is easy to forget 
% overlook the fact that a new helms- 
•rnan, however skilled, is needed less to 
;»teer a leaking boat to safety than is a 
;earpenter or a welder to plug the holes 
fh the vessel's underwater line. . 
; Watergate is the latest and most 
dramatic sample of two many people 
looking only at the iceberg's tip and 
; ignoring the greater menace lurking 
below the surface. 


In personalizing on Nixon, that is, by 


demanding his resignation or im- 
peachment, the public completely 
Oversimplifies what is needed in 
•Washington and the lower govern- 
mental levels. 


Tapping pri /ate conversations is 


nothing new. Starting with Harold 
Ickes, FDR's tempestous Interior 
Secretary, virtually all bureaucrats 
have been recording their talks for 40 
years. 


Neither is sicking punitive action by 


some powerful agency on an opponent 
an unheard of tactic. John F. Kennedy 
•"•threatened the steel companies with 
perpetual IRS audits when they tried 
to raise prices to pay for a so called 
non-inflationary settlement with their 


• union. 
. Nor is granting or withholding 
favors to individuals or to population 


• segments for the latter's financial or 
•Voting loyalty strange to the American 
scene. This has been standard practice 
since 
Washington 
delivered 
his 


.Farewell Address. 


It is no defense for Nixon and par- 


ticularly for his politically inept lieu- 
tenants to say his Administration has 


merely followed precedent. 


Neither is it logical to believe his 


retirement now will automatically 
shed light on what is dark. One might 
as well say the way of doing business 
in Chicago will change completely for 
the better if Alderman Singer ousts 
Richard J. Daley as mayor. 


The many events that add up to Wa- 


tergate rest in causes which, if not 
corrected, foreshadow more of the 
same regardless of who occupies the 
White House. 


Last week John W. Gardner, LBJ's 


Health, Education and Welfare Secre- 
tary, who founded Common Cause, put 
his finger on Watergate and its imita- 
tors, past and potentially for the fu- 
ture. 


The country has drifted badly from 


the Constitutional precept of a strong 
presidency being audited by an in- 
cisive Congress and an equally incisive 
electorate. 


Too much leadership has gone by 


default to the White House. 


Gardner pinpoints; this matter of 


letting George do it arising with the 
New Deal in the early '30s. 


The trend developed at; least by the 


turn of this century. The New Deal and 
subsequent Administrations simply 
quickened the pace. 


The 
Eisenhower 
years 
found 


something of a leveling in that ac- 
celeration, yet ironically found itself 
questioned bitterly in its philosophy of 
Washington keeping its finger out of 
what should be strictly local matters. 
Those in charge of what should be 
strictly local matters. Those in charge 
of the local scenes 
remonstrated 


angrily about the cost of exercising 
their own judgments and responsibili- 
ties. 


Though Gardner has some sugges- 


tions on how to balance better the res- 
ponsibilities which should be shared 
between the White House, Congress 
and the public which are open to 
question, his point about Watergate 
being the child of the let George do it 
type of thinking is not debatable. 


Unless America sheds that mental 


adolescence, the first Watergate will 
not be the last and its successors are 
bound to be worse than what Senator 
Ervin brought to light. 


From Hunting Unicorns 
To Burning Snowmen 


Those wonderful folks who brought 


' you the Unicorn Hunting Season last 
autumn have thought up a novel way to 


•welcome spring. On Wednesday, 


March 20, the Unicorn Hunters of Lake 
Superior State College, Sault"Ste. 
Marie, Mich., plan a ritual Snowman 
Burning. Poetry will be read, followed 
by the "ceremonial burning in effigy 
and sacrificial eating of the snow- 
man." 


Well, that's one way to observe the 


"arrival of the vernal equinox — the 
exact time at which the sun's center 
crosses the equator and days and 
•nights are everywhere of equal length. 
-Other people equate the arrival of 
'spring with the return of the swallows 
to the old mission of San Kuan Capis- 
trano, Calif. This event has tradi- 
tionally occurred every March 19 since 
1776. 
Tradition also holds that the 


buzzards will return to Hinckley, Ohio, 
on March 
15 from their winter 


quarters in the Great Smoky Moun- 
tains to rear their young. 


Spring is silly season on the nation's 


college campuses. In years past, male 
undergraduates' 
thoughts 
lightly 


turned to thoughts of panty raids. The 
current fad is "streaking," loosely 
defined as scampering around nude in 
a public place. A couple of male 
students at Georgetown University 
added a new dimension to the practice 
by streaking through the reading room 
of the university library on a motor- 
cyle. 


Spring is a season of hope and 


renewal, tolerant of such escapades. It 
is the time of year when it is permis- 
sible to entertain the thought that Wa- 
tergate and the energy crisis are, if not 
over, at least drawing lo a close. But, 
as has also been said (Henry Van Dyke 
in his book, Fisherman's Luck): "The 
first day of spring is one thing, the 
first spring day is another." 
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A Small World 


On tin- Rutgers University horticul- 


tural farm in New Jersey they're 
growing the shade trot's of the future. 
Like cars and houses, they're built low 
to the ground. 


Rutgers 
horticulturists arc 
en- 


courged 
in their experiments by 


arcliitfcts and (own planners. Archi- 
tects do nol want a three-story tree 
beside (heir one-story houses, and 
town planners want to cut down on the 
cost and (rouble of maintaining man 
si/e shade Irees. 


The householder who has just paid 


the liquidation cost of a once noble tree 
will see .some sense in the trend to 
shade trees lhat will nol grow taller 
than 30 feet. To tin older generation 
that once knew the pleasure of a tree 
house, and lo bird watchers, amis- 
liMiied lo looking up, this new step 
toward a small world comes hard 


Uneasy Rider 


GLANCING BACKWARDS 


NEW LIFE 


FOR OLD HOTEL 
- 1 Year Ago - 


The lights start winking back 


on at the Whitcomb Tower 
Wednesday 
when the 
first 


tenants in the retirement center 
in St. Joseph start moving in. 
Within a year the operators 
predict the 145 units will be 
filled. The capacity of the 
former hotel is set at 160 per- 
sons. 


The 
Whitcomb 
Sulphur 


Springs Hotel opened in 1928 
and 
closed 
in 
1966, 
The 


Michigan Baptist Convention 
purchased the building several 
years ago intending to develop it 
into a retirement center. In 
January, 1972, work on convert- 
ing the seven-story structure 


into a retirement center started 
in earnest. This week said Mack 
Booher, 
administrator, 
the 


main part of the renovation will 
be completed. 


THREE JUDGES 
FOR CONTEST 
— 10 Years Ago — 


Judges for the Miss St. 


Joseph Blossom queen contest 
to be held Saturday at 8 p.m., in 
the St. Joseph high school audi- 
torium were announced today 
by Hal Crater. Blossomlime 
Inc. manager. 


Mrs. Lois Pence, women's 


director at WSBT radio and TV 
stations in South Bend, Ind., 
Professor Jack R. Meagher, 
director of the computer center 
at Western Michigan university, 
Kalamazno, and Joe E. Wells, 


EDITOR'S 
MAILBAG 


PICTURES IN 
'BAD TASTE' 


Editor: 


In my opinion, the three pic- 


tures of thai terrible fire on the 
front page of the paper on 
March 7 are in very bad taste. 
To print pictures of a dead child 
being carried down from a 
burning building and then 
showing the mother's grief of 
losing three children is poor. 
People who enjoy looking at 
these kinds of pictures are sick. 
I don't think there is any need to 
print such trash in your news- 
paper. Why don't you leave 
those people alone in their time 
of pain? Put yourself in their 
shoes and think about how you 
would feel. 


Martha Anton 
P.O. Box 91 
Coloma 


CALLS WELFARE SYSTEM 


HERE 'HORRENDOUS' 


Editor, 


A letter to State Sen. Charles 


0. Zullar: 


As a resident of Bcrrien 


county, you cannot help but be 
aware of the horrendous state 
the County Welfare department 
is in. A writeup in the Herald 
Press and News Palladium not 
long ago staled Berrien county 
is number one per capita in the 
nation of welfare recipients. 
Why is that? There should be no 
excuse for Ihis kind of poor 
management, either on a state 
or local level. It is absolutely 
outrageous 
things 
have 


deteriorated this far. 


I have talked with three 


Berrien 
counly 
welfare 


caseworkers, and they say their 
welfare recipients have admit- 
ted to writing relatives and 
friends out of Berrien county 
and in some instances, out of 
slate that they've "got it made 
here." They also have said the 
caseworkers are so burdened 
will) caseloads, they don't have 
the time or manpower to check 
mil (ho cases for legality. 


This is a deplorable situation 


and 
should 
lie 
remedied 


immediately, not in Iwo or 
Ihree years, bill NOW!! People 
are literally appalled by this 
and have been calling out for a 


change in Ihe welfare syslem 
here bul have gone unheeded 
far too long. 


Most of Ihe people on welfare 


don'l wanl a free ride, it's 
against their dignity to accept a 
hand oul, so why nol make a 
new syslem work for bolh the 
county and the recipienls? 
Reduce Ihe welfare payrolls and 
al the same time give work to 
those who are able to work. 


Governor Reagan of Califor- 


nia, has had fantastic results in 
his revamped welfare system. 
II has worked beaulifully for the 
past three years it's been in 
effect. He has reduced Califor- 
nia's welfare cases tremen- 
dously, by having able-bodied 
welfare recipients work under 
many departments of the slale 
and counties. In one move, he 
has cut Ihe welfare cases and 
has placed them on the city, 
county or slale payrolls, as 
meler maids, road crews, office 
positions, public works, and day- 
care attendanls. For those who 
are able, but refuse these jobs, 
they are taken off the welfare 
lisls. The possibililies of Ihis 
plan are infinite. The solution lo 
Berrien Counly's problem is so 
obvious why hasn't it been 
resolved before Ihis? It's only 
logical lo cure the cause, not 
just the symptoms! 


Michigan is notorious for al- 


ways being al least 10 years 
behind any other stales, in 
progress and reforms. Let's 
make welfare reform one ex- 
ception! 


Please act on this mailer 


today. We voted you into office, 
confident you would work for us 
and with us, don't let us down. 


Michael N. McDonald 
Christine J. McDonald 
19B Lormar 
Benton Harbor 


Electric Auto 
Firm Swamped 


SUBRINO, Fla. (AP) - Of- 


ficials of a company that is 
manufacturing the firsl eleclric 
automobiles 
to 
be 
mass 


produced in Ihe United Stales in 
!ifl years say (hey are being 
swamped will) orders. 


administrative assislanl in Ihe 
Michigan Deparlmenl al Lans- 
ing will choose Miss SI. Joseph 
of 1964. 


ST. JOE BEATS 
KAZOO STATE 
—35 Years Ago- 


All thai stands between Coach 


Harry Lee's St. Joseph high 
school Bears and a regional 
class B. championship and 
qualification, lo compete in next 
week's stale finals is a Ihird 
slraighl victory over Coach Tom 
Slaughter's South Haven Gul- 
dens. 


Those lake shore rivals will 


meet in the regional final here 
tonighl al 8 o'clock. 
They 


qualified for the final by vic- 
tories in last night's semi-finals 
— St. Joseph by 31 to 17 over 
Western 
State 
high 
of 


Kulumazoo, and South Haven by 
an upset 42 to 33 victory over a 
favored Slurgis learn. 


BREAK ICE 


— 45 Years Ago — 


Two fish tugs — Ihe "Silver 


Spray," and "Isabella H." — 
broke through the ice in the 
mouth of the St. Joseph river 
this morning and sailed out into 
the lake to lay ncls for Ihe firsl 
lime Ihis season. They are 
owned 
by John 
and 
K.J. 


Molhagen. The "B and J," Ihe 
firsl lug to leave the harbor Ihis 
season, bent a rudder while 
battling the ice a few days ago. 


FIRE EXTINGUISHED 


— 55 Years Ago — 


A roof fire at the home of Mr. 


and Mrs. William F. Johnson 
was quickly extinguished yes- 
lerday aflernoon by Ihe fire 
deparlmenl with the use of 
chemicals. 


LEVEL BARN 


— 65 Years Ago — 


The old barn adjoining Ihe 


Yore 
properly, 
recently 


purchased by James Marshall, 
has been lorn down and Ihe 
lumber 
carted 
away. 
The 


material was purchased by 
John Lein, the blacksmith. 
mm WORLD 


The Indictments: 


Plot Thickens 


When (he other shoe finally 


dropped from the Watergale 
grand jury's hands, it turned 
out to be a giant's boot. 


What is most important about 


the 
indictments 
set 
forth 


against President Nixon's top 
circle of advisers and a few 
lesser aides is the multiplicity 
of the charges and their sweep- 
ing character when viewed in 
totality. 


It is also significant that three 


key 
men 
— 
H.R. 
(Bob) 


Haldeman, John Ehrlichman 
and John Mitchell — are ac- 
cused of perjury before the 
grant jury. Lying is a par- 
ticularly heavy charge to lay 
against men who often made a 
conspicuous public show — in 
the Senate Watergate hearings 
and other utterance — of telling 
an open, honest, direct, and full 
account 
of 
the 
Watergate 


break-in episode and the long 
series of follow-up events as- 
sociated with its coverup. 


We have, then, what the grand 


jury and Special Prosecutor 
Leon Jaworski perceive as a 
grand conspiracy to obstruct 
justice. The investigators would 
not likely levy so sweeping an 
indictment (that charge of 
course embraces all seven 
newly indicted men) without 
having in their possession what 
they deem to be very convincing 
evidence. 


To 
be 
convincing, 
that 


evidence must have satisfied the 
jury that the accused, while 
professing innocence, were in 
critical cases telling conflicting 
stories. If such conflicts can be 
laid persuasively before the 
trial court, there is no way, 
therefore, that all of those 
freshly charged can be found 
innocent. It does not pre-judge 
their cases to say that. 


It seems clear from the in- 


dictment language that the jury 
was deeply affected by com- 
parisons it made between the 


secret or public statements of 
the accused lop Nixon aides and 
what it heard on White House 
Watergate tapes given it by 
Judge John Sirica after their 
submission by President Nixon. 
Tapes and statements evidently 
don't match at decisive points. 


Kven on the open public 


record, there is evidence of 
stories told which do not fit 
together. 
Former 
Attorney 


General Mitchell, for instance, 
first said he knew nothing of 
Watergate, of coverup, of other 
plans to try to subvert the 
Democrats' 1972 presidential 
campaign. But he later publicly 
declared he had taken part in 
meetings where first the plans 
were discussed and later where 
eoverup was the issue. 


Of course we can't forget the 


many Nixon aides who have 
already pleaded guilty, by that 
fact 
alone 
giving 
strong 


credence to the grand jury's 
notion of a broad conspiracy. 
High on the list, naturally, is 
former White House Counsel 
John 
Dean, 
whose 
very 


elaborate tale both the prosecu- 
tor and the grand jury appear to 
find more impressive than its 
rebuttals by the accused. 


It is not a minor matter, 


cither, that the grand jury says 
it has a roster of about a dozen 
others who conceivably might 
be later charged but, on the 
other hand, might — if the need 
arose — be called as witnesses 
against the accused, just as the 
existing "guilty pleaders" are 
sure to be called to testify. 


The great unanswered ques- 


tion at this stage is what Mr. 
Nixon's role was in all this 
complex contriving which led to 
outright criminal offenses and 
massive attempts to undermine 
the American political process, 
partly by grossly misusing es- 
tablished agencies of govern- 
ment like the CIA and FBI. 


Vatican Rationale 


Difficult 
To See 


Recent foreign policy moves 


by Ihe Valican reveal con- 
Iradiclions lhal are difficull to 
reconcile, even from the pers- 
pective of the Vatican's own 
self-interest. They have also 
been unbelievably clumsy in 
their liming. 


Consider, for example, Ihe 


timing of Ihe move lo strip 
Hungarian Cardinal Mindszenty 
of his archbishop's see. Minds- 
zenly, lorlured by Ihe Com- 
munisls, long a virlual prisoner 
in the American Embassy, and 
now an exile, is of course a 
major symbol of resistance to 
Communist lyranny as well as a 
symbol 
of 
Hungarian 
na- 


tionalism and Catholicism. The 
Valican dumped him at the very 
moment, virtually, when Alck- 
sandr Solzhenitsyn was going 
into forced exile. It is as- 
tonishing thai Ihe Valican 
should find itself in step will) 
the Kremlin in these moves 
against two of the great Chris- 
lian figures of this century. 


"Wait a minute! Did you say you got the story from an 
unimpeachable source or an impeachable source?" 


Or consider Ihe following set 


of contradiclions. The Vatican is 
in the process of making subs- 
tantial concessions to the Com- 
munisl regimes of bolh Poland 
and Hungary. Al the same time, 
the Vatican has sought every 
opporlunily lo dramatize its 
growing hoslility toward the 
authorilarian regime in Spain, 
and has done so lo the point 
where the New York Times can 
editorialize accurately over the 
"most serious confrontalion of 
Church and Slate since General 
Franco came to power in 1939." 


Judging by ils diplomacy, the 


Vatican actually prefers the 
Polish and Hungarian regimes 
to Ihe one in Spain. But why? 
Where ordinary civil liberties 
are concerned, the Spanish 
regime, though authoritarian, is 
vastly to be preferred lo Ihe Iwo 
Communist 
satellites, 
and 


especially lo Hungary. 


And it is to be preferred, in- 


deed, from a religious perspec- 
tive. Catholics can praclice 
their religion freely in Spain. In 
recent years, Proteslanls have 
won 
imporlanl concessions 


there. In both Poland and Hun- 
gary, and especially in Hun- 
gary, persecution of the Church 
is official state policy. Parish 
priests are harassed, the ap- 
poinlmenl of resident bishops is 
seriously 
interfered 
with, 


Catholic 
publicants 
are 


suppressed, and bolh education 
and propaganda — lo Ihe extent 
that they can be distinguished 
— are aggressively anti-Chris- 
tian. 


The rationale for all this is 


difficult to discern. If it does 
succeed in producing shorl-run 
concessions from Ihe two Com- 
munist regimes, few seriously 
suppose that anything fun- 
damental can change. To many 
on both sides of Ihe Iron Cur- 
lain, 
the 
Vatican's 
murky 


diplomacy looks like a symptom 
of weakness. 


Ironically enough, these over- 


lures to the persecutors come at 
a lime when the Church, in in- 
troducing a new communal 
form for 
the sacrament of 


penance, is seeking to focus at- 
icnlion on social responsibility 
and upon justice in the com- 
munity. 


THE HERAUVPRESS 


ST. JOSEPH, MICH. TUESDAY. MARCH 12. 1J74 


Twin City 
Highlights 


SHARING SAVES BH BUDGET 


Local Tax Base Dips But State, 


U.S. Grants Increase 


ByJIMSHANAHAN 


BH City Editor 


A lower local tax base and 


greater dependence on federal 
and state money are stated in a 
proposed $7.58 million Benton 
Harbor city budget. 


The budget, for the fiscal year 


starting July 1, was submitted 
Monday to the city commission 
by City Manager Charles A. 
Morrison, who reported: 


"Without revenue sharing it 


would have been necessary to 
make severe cutbacks in ser- 
vices." 


He said $573,282 in federal 


revenue sharing funds will be 
used for general operating costs 
in public safety. This more than 
offsets an expected 7.4 per cent 
loss in local tax 
revenues 


because of a reduction in state 
equalized valuation (tax base). 


Morrison noted that reliance 


on 
local 
taxes 
has 
been 


decreased in the budget because 
several large state and federal 
grants arc anticipated. But he 
warned "every effort must be 
made to improve the city's tax 
base." 


The net budget ot $7.58 


million is nearly double the $3.9 
million last year because of a 
change in format. Morrison 


Electronic Device 
Given BH Schools 


Bnton Harbor board of education last acknowledged the con- 


tribution of "a valuable addition" to the electronics class at Ihe 
tech center. 


Robert Lane, director of vocational education, said the gift is 


a Smart Simulator that cost $35,000. It was donated by Education 
Computer Corporation. The simulator is an electronic device for 
leaching appliance repair. 


Lane said it had been used by Whirlpool Corporation before 


being donated to the school district. 


The board also accepted the gift of a hospital bed from St. 


Joseph Memorial hospital to be used at the tech center for 
training students enrolled in in nurse's aide classes. 


RECEIVES AWARD: William 
F. 
Galbreath, 
assistant 


superintendent of Lakeshore 
school district, has been award- 
ed title of registered school 
business administrator by As- 
sociation of School Business of- 
ficials of U. S. and Canada. 
Award is highest given to prac- 
ticing school business official. 


State Has Fifteenth 


Reye's Syndrome Death 


MUSKEGON, Mich. (AP) - A 14-year-old Fruitport boy 


died from Reye's Syndrome in a Muskegon hospital Mon- 
day, boosting Michigan's death toll from the rare disease to 
at least 15 this year. 


Hospital officials said the victim was Clifford Meyers Jr., 


who had been hospitalized since March 2. 


A Spring Lake girl suffering from the same disease also 


was hospitalized at Hackley, but hospital officials said she 
was improving. 


Reye's Syndrome, first identified in 1963, is a complica- 


tion following such virus ailments as influenza. Some 
authorities have estimated it occurs in only one of 100,000 
viral attacks. Most of the victims are children. 


Wallace Dunn New 
Principal At BHHS 


Wallace Dunn, 31, assistant 


Benton Harbor high school 
principal, since 1972, was ap- 
pointed principal last night by 
the board of education. 


He replaces Roderick Halstad 


who was named group director 
of secondary education two 
months ago under an adminis- 
trative reorganization plan. 


The school board met last 


night in Columubus elementary 
school in a campaign described 
by President 
E. E. (Bill) 


Bentley "to get out in the com- 
munity and meet people. 


The board was well-received 


as 130 persons virtually filled 
the Columbus gym in the first of 
a series of meetings that will be 
held in neighborhood schools. 


Appointment of Dunn is ef- 


fective today. He will be paid on 
a prorated basis of $23,890 
through June 30, with salary to 
be negotiated for the 1974-75 
school year. His salary as as- 
sistant principal was $17,760. 


• 
Dunn has been in the Benton 


Harbor district since 1967, with 
three years as junior high 
science teacher, two years as an 
administrative trainee and ad- 
ministrative assistant. 


He is a graduate of Arkansas 


AM&N, has a master's degree 
in school administration from 
Michigan State and is taking 
additional graduate work from 
MSU. He and his wife Patricia, 
BHHS office education coor- 
dinator, live at 2323 Riverbend 
drive, Fairplain. 


The board also filled two other 


administrative staff jobs. 


John 
R. 
Fehsenfeld, 43, 


superintendent of schools at 
Comstock Park since 1968, was 
named group director for per- 
sonnel and labor relations ef- 
fective April 14 at a prorated 
salary of $22,500 for the rest of 
this school year and also $22.500 
next year. 


Fehsenfeld formerly taught at 


Grand Rapids and East Grand 
Rapids. He currently is enrolled 
in MSU's education specialist 
program. He and his wife have 


two daughters. 


James L. Pitcher, 27, an ac- 


countant 
with 
Indiana 
& 


Michigan Electric company 
three years, was appointed ac- 
countant in the business and 
finance office. He'is a graduate 
of Benton Harbor high school 
and has a B.A. degree in ac- 
counting 
from 
Western 


Michigan university. He and his 
wife, Marilyn, are the parents of 
one child and live at Bridgman. 
His salary will be prorated at 
$13,910 for the rest of this year 
and $14,820 next year. 


In other action, the board: 
—Approved a policy change 


requiring three passing grades 
in three years of English and 
one semester of speech to 
graduate; former requirement 
permitted some students to take 
only a semester of English dur- 
ing the last two years. 


—Changed 
graduating 


requirements 
for 
educable 


mentally impaired students to 
meet state guidelines. 


—Voted 
to expel Arthur 


Skinner, 17, a senior, because of 
an assault on a teacher, use of 
profanity 
and 
defiance of 


authority with the provisions 
that he be permitted to continue 
in a small engine repair class 
and enroll at the continuing 
education center. 


—Scheduled the next regular 


meeting April 15 at Johnson 
school, instead of April 8 
because of conflict with a dis- 
trict millage election. 


explained the new budget is 
"all-inclusive," stating federal 
and other agency funds that did 
not appear in previous budgets. 


Fund 
transfers 
between 


departments raise the gross 
budget 
to $9.3 million for 


1974-75. 


Local property taxes are es- 


timated 
to 
produce 
about 


$115,000 less than last year 
because of an expected $5.2 
million city-wide decrease in 
state equalization. 


The cut in state equalized 


valuation means that Benton 
Harbor property has been as- 
sessed too high in comparison to 
property state-wide, Morrison 
said. 


This means a break for the 


average local taxpayer whose 
1974 city tax bill will be lowered 
slightly, despite an expected 1- 
mill increase for garbage and 
rubbish collection. 


Morrison said the trash tax 


increase to meet higher operat- 
ing costs is dependent on get- 
ting state permission. This 
would put the total city tax levy 
at 24 mills compared to 23 in 
1973. 


Other city taxes are 16 mills 


for general operating, 2 mills 
for 
permanent 
public 


improvements, 1 mill each for 
police-fire pensions, library and 
urban renewal bonds. 


The budget contains 5 per 


cent pay raises for most city 
employes 
and 
department 


heads. Morrison said a 10 per 
cent 
hike is proposed for 


laborers who are to bring them 
up to prevailing rates. And 
there is no pay increase in the 
budget for the city manager 
whose salary is set by the com- 
mission. 


Major federal money in the 


budget 
includes 
nearly $1 


million in revenue sharing of 
which $501,000 was received 
previously but not spent. More 
than half of the nearly $1 million 
will go into general operation, 
and the balance for capital 
improvements such as paving of 
Pipeslone street. 


Other federal grants are ten- 


tatively about $1.3 million for 
neighborhood 
development 


projects. 


Proposed, state grants in the 


budget are $500,000 for a com- 
munity center, $220,000 for 
Dial-A-Ride transportation, and 
$118,000 for crime prevention 
and participation in a Metro 
crime unit. 


These are in addition to 


regularly shared returns from 
the state in sales tax, income 
tax and street funds. 


Federal and state funds will 


account for about 53.8 per cent 
of anticipated revenues, local 
taxes 24.6 percent, water sales 
8.3 per cent and the balance in 
various charges for service, 
previous 
fund 
balances, 


transfers and permits. 


Expenditures 
are 
broken 


down into eight areas of opera- 
tion: 


City Development — $2.9 


million. 


Public safety (police, fire 


building inspection) — $1.8 
million. 


Environmental 
protection 


(public works and cemeteries) 
— $1.1 million. 


Public utilities — $692,000. 
Administrative services — 


$1.9 million. 


Human resource devlopment 


including library — $582,000. 


Management — $66.000. 
Policy setting — $88,000. 
Morrison said the policy set- 


ting budget is for the offices of 
mayor and city commissioners 
and the budget was prepared by 
Mayor Charles F. Joseph who 
stated outside revenue will 
cover the costs. 


The city commission has 


power to amend the budget 
which is slated for a public 
hearing April 15 and final adop- 
tion May 6. 


SIGN OF SPRING: Crane from Pearson Construc- 
tion Co., Benton Harbor, lifted the St. Joseph Coast 
Guard station's 44-foot rescue boat off its winter 
cradle and deposited into the water Monday morn- 


ing. Boat is taken out of water every fall for 
overhaul and painting. The boat weighs 20 tons. 
(Staff Photo) 


SJ Schools Ask 4.6 Mill 
Increase In Tax Proposals 


St. Joseph board of education 


last night voted to put tax 
proposals of 8.2 mills and 1.7 
mills on the ballot for a May 6 
election. 


The proposition for 8.2 mills is 


extra voted operating taxes for 
two . years. Proposition No. 2 
for 1.7 mills would be a one-year 
levy to wipe out a $200,000 
operating deficit. 


The 8.2 mills would replace an 


expired operating levy of 4.3 
mills and provide additional 
money for cost increases and 
improvements in program. 


Supt. Richard Ziehmer said 


approval of both propositions 
would mean a net tax increase 


of 4.6 mills because there will be 
a reduction of about 1 mill in the 
tax for bonded indebtedness. 


The millage proposal was 


presented by Supt. Richard 
Ziehmer after months of dis- 
cussion by board members, the 
citizens advisory committee and 
representatives of the 66aculty. 


The vote on the millage issue 


was 6-1 with Trustee William 
Glines voting "no." Glines had 
suggested a different split. 


The administration proposal 


recommeded that 8.2 mills in 
operating taxes be allocated on 
a basis of 4.3 for renewal of ex- 
pired millage; 2.49 mills for cost 
increases; 1 mill for program 


CHANGES ASKED 
A-Plant Licensing 
Would Be Speeded 


WASHINGTON (AP) - The 


Atomic Energy Commission 
says it wants to drop two 
current 
mandatory 


requirements from the licens- 
ing process for nuclear power 
plants. 


Announcing the 
proposals 


Monday, the AEC said they 
were intended to speed up the 
licensing of atomic generating 
plants and thus help offset the 
energy crisis. 


The changes, if approved by 


Congress, 
would 
remove 


present statutory requirements 
for: 


—A mandatory public hearing 


prior to issuance of a construc- 
tion permit for any given 
proposed plan, and 


—Mandatory review of the 


entire license application by the 
AEC's Advisory Committee on 
Reactor Safeguards prior lo any 
final action. 


The AEC said these and other 


proirasals would in no way 
compromise the commission's 


programs "to protect public 
health and safety and the en- 
vironment." 


Under the proposed 
new 


regulations, public hearings 
would no longer be mandatory 
in connection with construction 
permit applications but such 
hearings would still be held if 
interested persons requested 
them, the AEC said. 


Also, 
a 
review 
by 
the 


safeguards committee would be 
conducted if the AEC itself or- 
dered one. 


improvement including equip- 
ment and reading consultants; 
and 0.41 of a mill for contin- 
gency fund. 


Glines suggested only the 4.3 


mills to be renewed and the 2.49 
mills needed for cost increases 
be tied together and the rest of 
the items—the 1.7 mills to retire 
the 
deficit, 
the 
1 
mill 


improvements, the 0.41 mill for 
contingency 
be 
lumped 


together. 


Board Chairman Ray Dumke 


said the board should offer the 
community an opportunity to 
support a good strong educa- 
tional program. 


Dr. Ziehmer said the theme of 


the pre-election campaign, to 
start the first week in April, will 
be 
to 
spotlight 
the 


improvements proposed. The 
one mill for course expansion 
and supplies will mean the dis- 
trict will be taking a step ahead 
because, Dr. Ziehmer said, 
schools which don't improve fall 
back. 


In other business the board 


approved a quarter of a cent 
hike in milk from Producers 
Creamery, Benton Harbor, des- 
pite the fact the board has a 
contract covering the entire 


year. Business Manager Dennis 
Percy said the district could sue 
but it would cost the price of the 
milk in legal fees. No price 
increase is contemplated in the 
price of milk to students. 
Schools serve approximately 
1,000 pints of milk a day. 


William Larkin with 34 years 


as a teacher, 32 in St. Joseph 
Public schools, and Mrs. Alice 
Collins, a teacher with 33 years 
of service, 21 in St. Joseph, an- 
nounced their intention to re- 
tire. 


National Honor 
Fraternity 
Picks SJ Man 


Michael K. Stump, son of Mr. 


and Mrs. Francis Stump, John 
Beers road, St. Joseph, has been 
named to Phi Beta Kappa, na- 
tional honorary scholastic fra- 
ternity at the University of 
Michigan. Students named to 
Phi Beta Kappa must be in the 
top 10 percent of their graduat- 
ing class. 
Slump, A senior 


majoring in pre-law, is a 1970 
graduate of Lakeshore high 
school. 


Take Choice On Spelling 


Edward Broderick, Hagar township supervisor, said he'll con- 


tact Berrien county road commission officials concerning the 
mispelling of Eaman road street signs in the township. Residents 
along Hagar township road have a choice of three different 
spellings Eaman, the correct spelling — of Eaman, or Eamen and 
Eamon. 


Royalton Rejects 
Subdivision Plan 


WALLACE DUNN 
BHHS Principal 


AGAINST CONTROLS 


DETROIT (AP) - The Motor 


Vehicle Manufacturers Associa- 
tion today urged Congress not to 
renew national wage and price 
controls when they expire April 
30. 


Longer Terms For Shoreham Officers 
Amendment Passes 25-2 


Shoreham residents yesterday voted 25 to 2 in favor of an 


amendment to the village charter to lengthen the terms of officers 
and establish bi-annual elections. 


The difficulty in driving on Brown School road where the voting 


precinct is located is believed responsible for Ihe low turnout of 
voters. The village has approximately 150 registered voters, 


Elected to new one-year terms, all by 27 votes, were John 


Hclslcy, president; Janet Ilelslcy, clerk; Nancy Anderson, 


treasurer; ami Krank Oles, Jr., assessor. 


llclsloy succeeds Dr. Hugo David who retired as village 


president after six years. 


Also elected, lo two-year terms, were John C. Anderson, Harry 


Jaeger and Lynn Raylc, trustees. 


The amendment on terms of officers will commence with the 


spring election of 1976. At that time officers will be elected lo 
two-year terms and trustees to four-year terms. 


A 28-lot subdivision plan was turned down by 


the Royallon township board last night. 


Clerk Otto Jasper said the boad voted against 


approving the proposed Greonbrook Estates on 
recommendation of the townships planning 
commission. 


According to Jasper, the commission ques- 


tioned the lack of outlets from the proposed 
subdivision to existing streets. He also sid the 
Berrien county plat coordinating committee had 
not approved the proposal. 


The subdivision would have fed traffic onto 


Hart drive in Ihe Hidden Acres subdivision. 
Developers of the proposal are Peoples Savings 
and Uiiin association, Jasper said. 


In otlii'i areas, the board approved use of 


mobile homes for living quarters for farm 
workers on township farms if the homes have 
acceptable sanitary sewage facilities. 


The board boosted rental fees on the township 


hall from $5 to $10 for township organizations 
and from Slfl to $20 for township residents as 
individuals. It approved free use of the hall by 
youth groups at discretion of the the hall cus- 
todian and if the groups had adult supervision. 


The annual meeting was set for 1:30 p.m. Sa- 


turday, March 30, in the township hall. 
Settlement day was set March 19. 


A $500 contribution to the Berrien county Me- 


tro squad was approved and a $2,000 payment to 
the Tri-Unit fire board was authorized. The fire 
board oversees the Tri-Unit fire department 
which provides protection in the township as 
well as in Lincoln township and Stevensville 
village. 


The board agreed to hold another hearing on a 


proposed sewer system for the township. No 
date for the hearing was set. 
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COVERT APPROVES 2 SCHOOLS 


COVERT — Covert school district voters yesterday approved a 


two-part, $4.795,000 school construction bond issue package. ^ 


According to unofficial returns, Proposition "A", a $2,995,000 


issue plan for construction of a high school, middle school and 
addition to the elementary school, was approved by 634 - 483. 


Proposition "B", a $1,800,000 proposal for construction of a 


physical education facility, a swimming pool, auditorium and bus 
garage was approved by a 581 - 488 margin. 


The double approval prompted school Supt. John Krcmkow to 


comment that the election outcome "...is one of the brightest 
days" for the school district. 


"With (expected) passage of operational millage in .June, Covert 


school district will be on the way to a leadership posotion among 
school districts, lie added. 
Approval means replacement of the school's 51-year-old high 
school, classrooms to replace portable rooms, larger administra- 


tive offices, a library, cafeteria, media center and vocational and 
music programs, school officials have said previously. 


Approval of part "B" hinged upon voter approval of part "A". 
School officials have said that a property tax of between 6.5 mills 


to 8.5 mills will be levied to pay off bonds to be sold to finance 
construction. 


Election officials said 1,156 ballots were cast, including 433 ab- 


sentee ballots. 


Voters in Covert two years ago this month rejected a $4.45 


million high school rcnnovation proposal in the last construction 
issue election. 


A seven-mill tax levy for school operations was rejected by 


voters last year. 


The two-part proposal had been supported by a wide spectrum of 


school district citizens but not by all school board members. 


Eau Claire 
School Chief 
Will Retire 


EAU CLAIRE — Donald 


Mc.Mvey. superintendent of 
schools here, will retire at tilt- 
end of the next school year, it 
was announced during the Eau 
Claire school board meeting last 
night. 


The effective date of re- 


tirement was set as July 1,1975, 
McAlvey said today. 


His 
announcement 
was 


coupled with an announcement 
that present elementary prin- 
cipal William Schaefer, 33, is to 
be hired as the school's next 
superintendent, if he accepts. 


The board granted Schaefer, 


who has been with the Eau 
Claire school system for four 
years, a leave of absence until 
April 1, 1975 to permit him to 
obtain his doctoral degree in 


SUPT. DONALD McALVEY 
education. 


Announces retirement 
Schaefer has been promised 


CITY COUNCIL 
Van Meer Elected 
At New 
Buffalo 


NEW BUFFALO — William Van Meer defeated three other 


candidates for a three-year city council term in non-partisan city 
elections here Monday, yesterday. 


According to unofficial returns, Van Meer, 40, received 157 


votes in defeating Anthony (Tony) Basich, 2B, who received 146 
votes, and Bertram Shedd, 45, who received 84 votes and Joseph 
Campbell, 70, with 60 votes. 


A total of 449 persons voted. There are about 1,500 registered 


voters in the city. 


The council seat was the only election issue. 
Van Meer, 40, of 1122 Water street, is employed by Allis 


Chalmers company in LaPorte, Ind. He and his wife Mary have 
four children. 


the superintendent's job if he 
returns In the Eau Claire sys- 
tem, McAlvey said. 


McAlvey, who will be 63 in 


April, has been superintendent 
at Eau Claire for about 4\~i 
years. This year is his 44th in 
education and his 30th as an 
administrator. 


In other action, the Eau Claire 


board voted to begin buying 
uniforms for the school's var- 
sity cheerleaders. 


McAlvey said the uniforms 


had previously cost each girl 
about $100 and the cost had dis- 
couraged some girls for trying 
out for cheerleader positions. 


The board also appointed one 


of its members, Bruce Dustin, 
to the Eau Claire recreation 
commission which is studying 
recreation facilities in the area 
and established April lli as first 
date for contract negotiations 
between school officials and 
about 
'} custodians and 
bus 


drivers represented by the In- 
ternational Union of Operating 
engineers. 


Specialist Due 


LANSING, Mich. (AP) — The 


State Housing 
Development 


Authority has 
approved 
a 


$25,000 grant to hire a fulltime 
Upper 
Peninsula 
housing 


specialist, 
Gov. 
William 


Milliken announced Monday. 


The money will pay the salary 


and expenses of the specialist, 
who will be hired later this 
month to work with builders and 
housing developers 
in 
the 


production of single family 
homes and family 
housing 


developments. Milliken said. 


ADDITIONAL SCHOOL USAGE PROPOSED: A meeting of 
students attending Watervliet middle school, above, and parents is 
to be held Sunday, March 17, at 7:30 p.m. in school library to de- 
termine how building can be used for more community activities. 


Leaders of campaign to increase community's use of school arc 
Lloyd Richcrcek ami Roger Both, both of Walervliel. (Chll 
Stevens photo) 


Could Lose 29% 


Buchanan Protests Gas Allocation 


New Buffalo Board Okays 
Job Warning To Teachers 


NEW BUFFALO — Mew Buffalo school board 


voted last night to send to all teachers a letter 
warning that failure of an April 15 millage vote 
could mean an end to jobs for some of the staff 
members. 


Supt. Walter Schwarx warned that an "un- 


disclosed number of teachers" will not have 
their contracts renewed if voters turn down a 
4.624 mill property tax levy for school opera- 
tions. 


The letter is a precautionary step, Schwarx 


said, to comply with a state requirement that 
teachers to be dismissed be given rotice of the 
dismissal 60 days before the school year ends. 


School district voters turned down the millage 


issue by a narrow, 302 to 299 margin on Feb. 4. 


-The letter will be mailed out April 1. 
Schwarz has termed renewal of two mills and 


approval of an additional 2.624 mills necessary 
to meet expected increases in operating costs, 
and to insure that the school district gels addi- 


tional state aid to help meet those expected 
increases. 


In other action, Schwarz announced that bids 


for construction of the $1.3 million addition to 
West elemertary school will be opened during a 
special March 20 meeting and probably awarded 
during a special meeting March 25. 


The board also voted to change the marking 


periods for junior high and senior high students 
from six weeks to nine weeks and set graduation 
day for May 31 and baccalaureate ceremonies 
for May 26. 


Schwarz anrounced the school district needs 


five bus drivers as replacements and said that 
some $200,0(10 in tax revenue for the school dis- 
trict remains uncollected. 


The board also voted, in accepting the school 


calendar, to give students lime off from classes 
for Good Friday church services only if students 
present a request for an excused absence. 


BUCHANAN — Buchanan city 


commission plans to protest a 71 
per cent allocation of gasoline 
for use in city and school 
vehicles for March. 


City 
Manager 
Robert 


Faulhaber was instructed by the 
city: commission last night to 
contact the Federal Energy of- 
fice (FED), the Texaco Oil 
company, and Senators Philip 
Hart and Robert'Griffin to pro- 
test the allotment. 


Faulhaber said it is in direct 


contradiction to FEO's highly 
publicized policy and an earlier 
statement that the city and 
schools would receive 100 per 
cent of their certified needs. 


Faulhaber said that the city 


and school use about 8,000 
gallons per month, but under 
the 71 per cent allocation they 
would receive only about 5,600 
gallons. 


City and school vehicles are 


filled from a common storage 
tank. In January, officials had 
to depend on local service sta- 
tions for fuel for vehicles when 
the supply ran short. 


The city learned of the 


allocation in a letter from Tex- 
aco. S. T. Tolbert Jr., district 
supervisor of sales, informed 
city officials that the allocation 
was based on Texaco's alloca- 
tion by the FEO. 


Tolbert also notified city of- 


ficials that effective March 1 the 
price of gasoline went up four 
cents, to 24.96 cents for regular 
and 27.9G cents per gallon for 
ethyl. 


In other business, the com- 


mission voted to furnish two city 
policemen for service with the 
new Berricn county metro 
crime unit. Salaries for the two 
men are to be reimbursed to the 
city under a state grant as soon 
as two replacement personnel 
are hired. 


In voting to participate in the 


new unit, the commission went 
on record favoring the unit be 
located in the south end of the 
county. 


Raymond Berry and Douglas 


Bobo, representing the city park 
and recreation board, asked the 


commission 
to 
consider 


purchasing Riverside park, be- 
ing offered for sale by the Unit- 
ed Methodist church at a cost of 
$62,000. 


The 27-acre park is located 


along the St. Joseph river on 
East Riverside road, about one 
mile east of Buchanan along the 
SI. Joseph river. It has camping 
facilities, an amphitheatre, out- 
door swimming pool and river 
frontage suitable for launching 
boats. 


The commission 
went on 


record as favoring the proposal, 
but asked for more information 


on what use the park board in- 
tended for the park and what 
stale funds might be available. 


Faulhaber reported that in 


response to the city's corres- 
pondence with Sen. Hart, the 
Environmental 
Protection 


agency had scheduled a final 
inspection of Ihe city's waste 
water treatment facility for 
March 22. This, he said, would 
clear the way for final state and 
federal funds. 


In response to a request by 


Buchanan 
township farmer 


Harry E. Penwell, the commis- 


sion voted to offer secondary 
sludge from the sewage treat- 
ment plant free to anyone who 
would haul it away. 


Penwell said he wanted to try 


using the dried sludge for fcr- 
lilizer on his farm, located on 
East Riverside road. 


The commission approved the 


luring of John N. Leich, 32, 
Dowagiac, as city assessor to fill 
the vacancy created Feb. 11 by 
the death of George E. Bur- 
goyne Sr. Leich is slate certified 
and holds a degree in business. 
His salary was set at $12,000. 


Man Accused Of Beating Tot 


PAW PAW — A rural Lawton man has been charged with child 


cruelty in connection with the alleged beating of the two-year-old 
daughter «f a woman acquaintance. 


State police at Paw Paw said Billy Hugh Harris, 22, route 1, 


Lawton, was arrested after the child was admitted to Lake View 
Community hospital here. 


Police said a doctor at the hospital reported finding bruises on 


the child as well as other body injuries when she was admitted for 
treatment of pneumonia. 


The child was reported in good condition in the hospital today. 
Harris demanded preliminary examination on the charge when 


arraigned in Seventh district court yesterday. The hearing was set 
for 9 a.m., March 19. 


Hartford To Pick Strawberry Queen 


HARTFORD — A strawberry queen will be picked in 


pageant ceremonies here May 13, Hartford Jaycees have an- 
nounced. 


Jaycee President Jerry Craft said women between ages of 17 


and 25 have until March 21 to enter the pageant, lie said 
women interested can contact him at the Western Auto As- 
sociate store at 19 West Main street. 


The contest is open to women in Berricn, Cass and Van 


Buren counties whose families have a definite connection with 
the strawberry industry. Craft said. 


The family connection can he either in (he production or 


sales of strawberries, Craft said, the candidate chosen as 
queen will reign over the firs! annual Hartford Strawberry 
festival scheduled for June 12 - Hi.'* 


Hartford Mulls Rewards 
Paw Paw Sees Threat 


To Curb School Vandals Rail Abandonment Plan Assailed 


HARTFORD - A reward 


system for identifying persons 
who vandalize school property 
was taken under consideration 
by the Hartford school board 
lasl night. 


Supt. Gary Walerkamp, not- 


ing (hill three plalc glass win- 
dows 
and 
a 
school 
bus 


windshield had been smashed in 
(hi! pasl week, urged the board 
In adopl a delerenl in Hie form 
of a reward system for infor- 
mation leading (o the vandals. 


Several board members siig- 


gcsled thai such a reward sys- 
tem could have an opposite cf- 
fi'd and cause an increase in 
vandalism. 


In other action, about 25 


parenls appeared al the meeling 


to register comments and sonic 
criticism about a middle school 
teacher's leaching methods, 
grading 
system 
and 
dis- 


ciplinary standards. 


The teacher, never identified 


by name in Ihe public session, 
was described by one' parent as 
being "like a drill sergeant." 


School board members said 


the complaints were to lie con- 
sidered in a session to follow (he 
meeling. 


VValerkamii disclosed that (he 


hoard, during a I''<'b. -•"> board 
meeling, (lien described as a 
study session, Ihe low bid of 
$22,HIS from Industrial Educa- 
(ion Service of Midland, Mich, 
was acccpled for fiirniluiv for 


(lie school's new elementary 
building. 


Also during the session, the 


board cast a "vole of con- 
fidence" for staff members 
after the completion of teacher 
evalualor reports. 


Also last nighl. Mrs. Annie 


CiiTon. a representative- from 
(lie Commission on Indian Af- 
fairs from Lansing, gave her 
approval of a 
planned 
aid 


program for (lie school's 52 In- 
dian .students in Ihe coming 
school year. 


The 
plan includes federal 


funds of $4,500 for guidance and 
educational supplies and $1,544 
for personal needs, school of- 
ficials said. 


BY GARRETT DeGRAFF 


Paw Paw Bureau 


PAW PAW - A group of Paw 


Paw area business and com- 
munity leaders have organized 
informally to fight elimination 
of railroad service lo Paw Paw 
as proposed in a federal study, 
according to Paw Paw village 
Ally. Warren Sundslrand. 


Sundslrand told last night's 


village council meeting that the 
business 
and 
comimmily 


leaders mot last Monday lo dis- 
cuss Ihe proposed discontinua- 
tion. 


Proposed for abandonment is 


the Chesapeake and Ohio spur 
line extending from Hartford 


east lo Paw Paw and west to 
South Haven. 


Village 
President 
John 


Thomas said more meetings on 
the issue are planned. 


Sundslrand reported that he 


and representatives of three 
Paw Paw industries gave tes- 
timony againsl the propose cut- 
back at federal hearings in De- 
troit last W'ook. 


Representatives of one of Ihe 


industries, 
Ellingsworlh 


Manufacturing company, told 
(he hearing officers that they 
would close down (heir Paw 
Paw operation if the rail service 
ended, Sundslrand said. 


Whal is needed, the allorney 


staled, is a formal countywide 
organization to prepare ar- 
guments againsl abandonment 
of the line. 


lie said il appears Van Buren 


communities affected are going 
to have "work like hell to keep il 
(the line)." 


Elimination of the South 


llaven-1'aw Paw spur is one of 
many cutbacks proposed in a 
federal Department of Trans- 
portation reporl issued in early 
January. 


According to federal officials, 


(he report and the recent hear- 
ings into il.arc only one slep in 
Ihe planned re-nrganizalinn of 
the area's railroads. They in- 


dicated the entire process is is 
expected to extend over a period 
of about two years. 


In other areas, the council 


accepted a low bid of $34,193 
from 
Harlo Corporation of 


(iranvillc for construction of the 
metal exterior of the planned 
new village fire hall and police 
department offices lo be located 
on Ihe 10(1 block of Berrien 
street. 


Harlo was lowest of the four 


bidders on (he project. 


According lo Harry Bush, 


village .superintendent of public 
works, total cosl of (he biiildini: 
is projected to lie abmit $150,00(1. 


The building is being financed 


in parl with federal revenue 
sharing funds, according lo 
village officials. 


As first proposed last fall, the 


new building was lo be a joint 
venture 
with 
Paw 
Paw 


township. Village officials in- 
dicaled last nighl (hat the 
township is no longer involved. 


The council look under study 


plans for a 24-lot subdivision 
proposed for an area south of 
Black River road near Bluck 
River school. Developer of the 
project was identified as Dalton 
Rumsey, a member of the 
village council. 


A special council mooting was 


sol for 7:3(1 p.m. Monday, April 
1. 


